
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

[JESSICA WEAVER’S RESPONSE TO EL PASO  
DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S INDICTMENT] 

 
Texas, January 24, 2025 – Last week, multiple local news media reported for the first time that 
Jessica Weaver, a single mother whose 3-year-old child Anthony drowned at Camp Cohen on May 
13, 2023, was indicted over a month ago on December 12, 2024 for intentionally or knowingly 
causing serious bodily injury to her child. As the El Paso community will recall, now former 
District Attorney Bill Hicks held a press conference on September 5, 2023 to announce the charge 
against Ms. Weaver. Then, 464 days passed by before Ms. Weaver was ever indicted on that 
charge. 
 
To be clear, there is zero evidence that Ms. Weaver intentionally or knowingly killed her child. 
Zero. On the other hand, there is plenty of evidence that the managers of ASM Global, LLC, the 
entertainment company the City of El Paso hired to run Camp Cohen Water Park, intentionally 
and knowingly failed to supervise their lifeguards on May 13, 2023, the day of the “soft opening” 
and instead intentionally and knowingly decided to spend their time in the kitchen. There is plenty 
of evidence that the managers of ASM Global, LLC intentionally and knowingly prioritized the 
concessions and entertainment at Camp Cohen over the safety of guests at the water park. 
Disgruntled former District Attorney Bill Hicks chose to ignore that evidence and instead seek an 
indictment of a single mother who had to bury her only child. 
 
This is the same Bill Hicks that was appointed to the position in December 2022 by Governor 
Abbott. The same Bill Hicks whose office was “grossly negligent” in failing to produce evidence 
in multiple criminal cases and “intentionally failed” to comply with its discovery obligations and 
court orders in another criminal case, according to a December 9, 2024 District Judge’s ruling. 
The same Bill Hicks whose office was accused of document tampering in a case against migrants 
charged with rioting. The same Bill Hicks that El Paso voters overwhelmingly rejected in the 
November 2024 general election, despite being the incumbent. And the same Bill Hicks who 
decided to pull one final political stunt before having to hand his office over to the incoming 
District Attorney. 
 
The bare bones indictment makes zero mention of what evidence has been uncovered in the civil 
lawsuit Ms. Weaver filed against ASM Global – because the DA’s Office never asked for the 
information and didn’t want the information. The civil lawsuit was filed on June 30, 2023. For 
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nearly a year-and-a-half, ASM Global1 filed baseless motions and appeals claiming it was entitled 
to governmental immunity because the City hired it to run Camp Cohen Water Park. The reason 
for this was clear: ASM Global was terrified of having their employees sit for depositions and did 
everything it could think of to avoid that happening – or at least to delay it from happening. 
However, on October 4, 2024, ASM Global’s appeal was dismissed by the Eight Court of Appeals 
for lack of jurisdiction, and the trial court subsequently ordered that depositions of the employees 
move forward.  
 
To date, 7 ASM Global employees have given sworn testimony in the lawsuit, including lifeguards 
on duty on May 13, 2023, Camp Cohen Site Manager Angelina Parris Wheeler, former Director 
of Water Park Operations Pavlova Sheffield, and current Director Water Park Operations Daniel 
Arizpe2. Ms. Weaver has maintained from the start that she was seeking the truth about what 
happened that day, and the truth is what she got. For example, at the time Anthony was drowning, 
Maritza Figueroa – the aquatics supervisor on duty – was teaching lifeguard lead Ebenezer Orozco 
how to fill out a rescue report because another child had just been rescued during the “soft opening” 
and he didn’t know how to fill one out. Notably, most of the employees that have given sworn 
testimony had no idea that a previous rescue had already been performed prior to Anthony’s 
drowning and learned that for the first time during their deposition. 
 

 

 
 
(Deposition of Martiza Figueroa).  
 

 
1 By way of background, ASM Global is the main defendant in the pending litigation regarding the 2021 Astroworld 
Festival tragedy in which 10 people were killed, including a 9-year-old child. 
2 Daniel Arizpe was deposed in El Paso on January 14, 2025, and ASM Global’s counsel was present. Coincidentally 
(or not), the December 12th indictment was reported by media for the first time the following day on January 15, 2025. 



  
 

 
 

(Deposition of Ebenezer Orozco). 
 
Alyssa Kiesel-Fowler, another lifeguard lead on duty, was ordered by upper management to fry 
churros in the kitchen, despite Camp Cohen having 6 cooks on duty during the “soft opening.” 
Just prior to Anthony’s drowning, Ms. Kiesel-Fowler was sent back outside by the pool where 
she proceeded to join the rescue report teaching session. 
 

 

 



  
 

 
 

(Deposition of Alyssa Kiesel-Fowler).  
 
She was also asked about Jonathan Orquiz, whose first day ever as a lifeguard was May 13, 2023 
and was the first – and only – lifeguard to spot Anthony acting “weird” in the water. Ms. Kiesel-
Fowler candidly admitted that no one was supervising Mr. Orquiz at the time Anthony was 
drowning. 
 

 
 
(Deposition of Alyssa Kiesel-Fowler). 
 
Finally, Ms. Kiesel-Fowler testified that the kitchen was just too loud for the managers – who were 
also in the kitchen – to hear their radios or the whistles being blown outside to understand that a 
child was drowning. 
 



  
 

 
 

(Deposition of Alyssa Kiesel-Fowler). 
 
As the testimony of Ms. Kiesel-Fowler demonstrates, Camp Cohen was too crowded, too loud, 
and too chaotic on May 13, 2023, the day of the “soft opening.”  
 
Camp Cohen’s site manager, Angelina Parris Wheeler, who holds numerous lifeguard and fitness 
certifications and was the person in charge at Camp Cohen, was also in the kitchen dipping sour 
cream at the time of Anthony’s drowning. As Ms. Parris Wheeler explained, “preventing 
[Anthony’s] drowning is not what [she] was doing at the moment.”  
 

 

 



  
 
(Deposition of Angelina Parris Wheeler). 
 
When asked whether aquatic operations or concessions is more important to the safety of the 
general public, Ms. Parris Wheeler testified that the area where she needed to be at any given 
moment was the most important.  
 

 
 

(Deposition of Angelina Parris Wheeler). 
 
Pavlova Sheffield was the director of water park operations on the day of Anthony’s drowning but 
has since quit her job. Ms. Sheffield, who was Angelina Parris Wheeler’s supervisor at the time, 
was asked to comment on Ms. Wheeler’s above testimony. Just as Ms. Wheeler did, Ms. Sheffield 
refused to acknowledge that aquatic operations are more important to the safety of the general 
public than concessions. 

 

 



  
 

 
(Deposition of Pavlova Sheffield).  
 
And that’s not surprising given that Ms. Sheffield was also in the kitchen at the time Anthony was 
drowning serving beverages.  
 

 
 

(Deposition of Pavlova Sheffield). 
 
Jonathan Orquiz, who was the responding lifeguard, also gave sworn testimony. Mr. Orquiz was 
17 years old at the time of Anthony’s drowning, and the “soft opening” was his first day to ever 
work as a lifeguard. Mr. Orquiz, as well as all the other lifeguards, were taught in their training 
that “if you don’t know, go.” However, when asked about the first time he saw Anthony, he offered 
the following testimony: 
 

 
 



  
 

 

 
 

 
 

(Deposition of Jonathan Orquiz).  
 
While she could not give a straight answer on many of the questions she was asked, Ms. Parris 
Wheeler had no problem acknowledging that Mr. Orquiz should have jumped in the water if he 
thought something was “weird” about a child in the pool. 
 

 



  
 

 
 

(Deposition of Angelina Parris Wheeler). 
 
Finally, Mr. Orquiz testified about his expectations for his first day as a lifeguard. Of course, he 
had no idea that literally every supervisor and manager on duty at the time of Anthony’s drowning 
had other priorities than what they were supposed to be doing – supervising.  
 

 

 



  
 

 
 

(Deposition of Jonathan Orquiz).  
 
While unfortunate, it’s not surprising that none of this information has ever been acknowledged 
by now former District Attorney Bill Hicks and is certainly not acknowledged in the indictment. 
Instead, the indictment claims that Ms. Weaver intentionally or knowingly caused serious injury 
to Anthony by failing to provide him with a life jacket. However, the indictment is silent on the 
fact that Ms. Weaver was not allowed to bring in an outside life jacket, that Camp Cohen’s policy 
at the time was “first come, first serve” for life jackets, or that Camp Cohen was short on life 
jackets at the time of the “soft opening.” 
 

 
 

 
The indictment is also silent on the fact that the pool where Anthony drowned was zoned for seven 
lifeguards on the day of the “soft opening.” In reality, only six lifeguards were covering the pool 
that day, and no lifeguard was stationed at the center post on the island, a post that converges with 
numerous other zones as seen below. Both Ms. Parris Wheeler and Ms. Sheffield agreed that 
nothing prevented ASM Global from having a lifeguard there on May 13, 2023. They just didn’t 
find it necessary. Other lifeguards that were deposed testified that it was actually a “great idea” to 
have a lifeguard posted there – common sense dictates that they were correct.  
 



  
 

 
 
Following Anthony’s drowning on May 13, 2023, Camp Cohen (along with the other three water 
parks) was closed for two weeks before the grand opening on Memorial Day Weekend. And what 
would you know – on May 26, 2023, a new Zone Coverage Diagram was generated for Camp 
Cohen which officially assigned a lifeguard to the center post on the island.  
 

 



  
 
On top of that, some very important language was included at the bottom which was clearly added 
in direct response to ASM Global’s failure to prevent Anthony’s drowning.  
 

 
The indictment goes on to ridiculously claim that Ms. Weaver intentionally or knowingly caused 
serious bodily injury to her child by failing to provide CPR or request CPR for Anthony. The 
indictment fails to acknowledge that ASM Global did not have the proper equipment at Camp 
Cohen to provide life-saving measures.  
 

 

 
 

(Deposition of Ebenezer Orozco). 



  
 
The indictment also fails to acknowledge that a medical doctor came over to assist the lifeguards 
– who clearly didn’t know what they were doing – but was prevented from doing so by ASM 
Global. This begs the question of how Ms. Weaver was going to be permitted to perform CPR 
when a medical doctor wasn’t permitted to perform CPR. 
 

 

 
 

(Deposition of Ebenezer Orozco).  
 
Lastly, the indictment – which claims Ms. Weaver intentionally or knowingly caused serious injury 
to her child – fails to acknowledge that Ms. Weaver was right there when life-savings measures 
were being performed screaming and crying for Anthony to pull through.  
 



  
 

 
 
(Deposition of Alyssa Kiesel-Fowler).  
 
This could literally go on for pages and pages with all the numerous ways that ASM Global failed 
Anthony on May 13, 2023 at Camp Cohen, just as it failed the 10 individuals who were killed 
during the 2021 Astroworld Festival. What’s more appalling is that ASM Global doesn’t appear 
to care – the above testimony of ASM Global’s management demonstrates that. ASM Global can 
make as many excuses as it wants, it can play the “blame the mom” game all it wants. But facts 
are facts, and the truth always comes out. 
 
As officers of the court – even prosecutors – we should always be seeking the truth. Not the partial 
truth, the whole truth. Only presenting one side of the story – without even requesting the sworn 
testimony from ASM’s employees – in an effort to inflame the passions of the citizens of El Paso 
is not seeking the truth. The citizens of El Paso deserve to hear the whole truth about what 
happened to Anthony on May 13, 2023.  

 

      
       Ryan S. MacLeod 
     WEBSTER VICKNAIR MACLEOD 
      

 
 

 
 


